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November 2017 UNIverse 

The time remaining until the Fall Auction/Dinner is 

almost GOING, GOING, GONE! But, you still have time 

to purchase a ticket or donate an 

item. Just send an email, with a 

SHORT description of the item and 

suggested minimum bid to 

jtmonty20@gmail.com. 

Dinner and drinks start at 6:30 pm 

and the auction begins at 7 pm on 

Saturday, Nov. 11. Admission is 

$20 and includes dinner prepared 

by our congregation’s well known                

culinary experts. If you are               

attending, you can also send an 

email to jtmonty20@gmail.com detailing the number 

of people attending. To pay for the dinner tickets, you 

can: 

• Send a check for your tickets to Northwest and 

write in the memo line Fall Auction Ticket(s). 

• Place payment in the box that will be in the lobby. 

• Give a check to John or Traci Montgomery,           

Stewardship Ministry. 

Please reserve a seat by November 5 to ensure we 

have plenty of food. See you there! 

Check out some of the items available at the        

auction: 

• Putting contest and lunch at East Lake Golf Club, 

hosted by Linton Hopkins. 

• Tour of Atlanta, conducted by Linton Hopkins, 

with a lunch at Manuel’s Tavern 

• Thanksgiving Holiday 2018 with your friends and 

extended family, hosted by Pam and Dave Zenner. 

• Sips and Bites – A Wine Country 

Tasting, hosted by Melissa Mul-

vaney and Joe Keller. 

• Two-Hour Consultation on 

Home Maintenance—Get your 

questions answered about repair 

and remodeling or advice on DIY 

projects, conducted by John Hagler. 

• Seven-Day Stay—Relax at a  

condominium in the Foxhunt resort 

at Sapphire Valley, NC. The tri-level 

condo has a full kitchen, master 

bedroom with king bed and second 

bedroom with a queen bed. Resort amenities in-

clude indoor pool, exercise area and 18-hole PGA 

golf course. 

• Dinner and Death! Role play as both guest and 

suspect, in a fun-filled evening of dining and     

deception. Who done it? Hosted by John and Traci 

Montgomery. 

• Homemade “Irish Crème” made by Michael         

Dierickx. 

• A Special Cooking Lesson given by Constance   

Dierickx. 

• A Night at the Opera – Enjoy an evening of opera 

with the viewing of the five-star video production 

of Leo Delibes’s Lakme. Begin with a wine and 

cheese social and then enjoy a chocolate and 

coffee intermission. Hosted by Kaye McCall. 

Join us on November 11 and see all the goodies on 

offer. The auction is always a fun event; don’t miss it! 

Don’t Miss The Fall Auction, November 11 

mailto:jtmonty20@gmail.com
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Our Sunday worship services are led by our minister,     
Rev. Terry Davis, guest ministers or members of the   
Northwest Worship Associates team. The Nursery is 
staffed and  available during services and fellowship. 

November 5 – Grace 
and the Art of Giving 
and  Receiving 
Worship Leader –         
Rev. Terry Davis 
Worship Associate—      
Joe Keller 
Music—                     
Northwest Passage 

In the Judeo-Christian tradition, the word “grace” is      

defined as an unmerited gift from God. In other words, 

good friends or a loving family are blessings bestowed   

upon us by the Creator even though we did nothing to 

earn them. As Unitarian Universalists, how might we    

understand the word “grace?” How might this                

understanding influence the way we give and receive?     

November 12 – Let’s Say Grace 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 
Worship Associate – David Morgen 
Music – The Northwest Choir 
 

“Saying grace” before a meal is a way to show our grati-

tude for the food, family, and friends at our table. But 

what about saying grace not just at dinner time, but 

whenever the spirit moves us? Saying grace connects us to 

all cultures and countries. Let’s explore some prayers of 

grace from around the world and consider how these 

words of gratitude might nurture us at any time.  

 

November 19 – Bread Communion Service  

(All-ages Service) 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 

Worship Associate – John Maynard 

Music – The Northwest Band 

 

Behind every homemade loaf of bread there is a              

meaningful story about favorite people, places and                

experiences. What’s yours? Bring your sliced, favorite 

homemade or store-bought bread with you this Sunday   

to our annual bread communion service. Share your loaf 

and story with us as we head into Thanksgiving and a time 

of gifts, gratitude and connection. 

 

Bring your bread into the Sanctuary with you. During the 

service, you’ll be invited to come forward to tell your bread 

story and place it on the Ritual Table. Bread will be served 

and distributed during worship.  

 

Worship Services for November 
Sunday Services Start at 10:00 am 
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November 26 – Making Space 

Worship Leader – Rev. Jennifer Dalton 

Worship Associate – John Montgomery 

Music – The Northwest Choir 

 

While the holidays are certainly a time for joy and         

relaxation, gratitude and reconnection, they can also be 

incredibly difficult for many in our midst. The pressure to 

be happy, to celebrate, can be overwhelming for those 

who are experiencing grief, depression, or sadness. How 

can we make space for those who may not be in a          

celebratory spirit? How can we make space for ourselves 

not to be joyful? 

 

December 3 – Good-bye, My Friends 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 

Worship Associate – David Zenner  

Music – The Northwest Choir and Band 

 

On her last Sunday in the Northwest pulpit, Rev. Terry  

Davis will share her lessons learned in her 5-1/2 years of 

ministry here and her wishes for our beloved congregation 

and faith.  

Worship Services for November, continued 
Sunday Services Start at 10:00 am 

Please join us for an open house to 
honor Rev. Terry Davis with gratitude 
for her years of loving service to our 
congregation and to wish her all the 
best in her next chapter of life.  

The open house will be held from        
1-5 pm on Sunday, November 12 at 
the home of Dave and Pam Zenner. 
The address can be found on Realm.  

Please bring an hors d’oeuvre to 
share! 

A basket will be set out in which you 
are invited to put personal notes    
recalling special memories or            
expressing your thoughts and wishes 
as mementos that she can keep and 
read at her leisure.  

A potluck luncheon for Rev. Davis will 
also be held at Northwest on Sunday, 
December 3, following the worship 
service.  

Open House for Rev. Terry Davis, November 12 
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The Capital Campaign, approved by the congregation to 
fund the expansion of our building, closed on September 
30. The amount pledged is:  
 
   $618,721  

 
This is quite an achievement with 90 pledge units (133  
individuals) contributing. 
 
Our goal was $700,000 and 100% participation. While we 
haven’t achieved that yet, we do have sufficient support 
and commitment to proceed with the expansion. This is  
an exciting time for Northwest!  
 
If you have not yet joined your friends in this effort, please 
know your contribution can still be made and will be  
gratefully received!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happens now?  
 
The Steering Committee, led by Kristen Fowks and        
Constance Dierickx, is reviewing quotes for the project 
from contractors. We are also contacting banks to estab-
lish a line of credit to help with cash flow. We know that 
some contributions will be made in full at the outset and 
others over three years. However, the contractor will need 
to be paid as the project progresses. To help us with cash 
flow we need to establish a way to access funds knowing 
we can retire debt quickly.  
 
 
 
 

How will you know what is happening?   
 
The Steering Committee will report to the congregation 
monthly and more often if necessary. The committee will 
report about any unexpected expenses or surprises discov-
ered along the way. As you know, when dealing with con-
struction projects, some things are revealed only once the 
project commences.   
 

Contractors, codes and changes  
 
We will hire a contractor who is licensed and our changes 
will comply with current building codes. One important 
aspect of our construction will be the installation of a 
sprinkler system, as required. This is an additional          
expense, but is in our interest as it gives us protection in 
the event of a fire.  
 
As with any project of this type, it is tempting to think 
“while we are at it, why don’t we . . . .?” Changes usually 
are upgrades and these add to the cost. The Steering  
Committee is as eager as all of you to have this expansion 
be not only functional but beautiful. That said, we must 
respect the practical realities and our budget.  
 

How do I pay my pledge to the campaign?  
 
Payments can be made to Northwest by check with Capital 
Campaign noted in the memo line. Checks may be placed 
in the donation basket during Sunday services, mailed to 
Northwest, or set up in bill pay at your bank or by credit 
card.  
 
Questions about payment can be addressed to the Finance 
Trustee, Michael Dierickx (dierickx24@gmail.com). 

Capital Campaign Results and Planned Expansion 

mailto:dierickx24@gmail.com
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Dear Friends,  

As the date for my departure from Northwest draws near, 

I have been asked by some of you what my ministry plans 

will be after I leave. The truthful answer is “I don’t know.” 

I suspect, however, that opportunities to serve others and 

grow in spirit (which is my simple definition of ministry) 

will present themselves without having to dig too hard to 

find them.  

One such opportunity emerged last month, when my 

nephew Joe and his wife Tiffany said “yes” to my offer to 

take care of their 3-year old daughter and 15-month old 

son while Tiffany was hospitalized with her third C-section. 

I arrived at their home in North Carolina on a Sunday 

evening, shadowed my niece-in-law on Monday, and by 

Tuesday morning at 5:30 AM was left in charge of Bella 

and Lucas.  

Despite my day of coaching from Tiffany, nothing could 

have really prepared me for being a hands-on Aunt Terry 

to two very young children for four days. I dealt with a    

24-hour bug that left Bella vomiting, with a fever, as well 

as understandably very cranky. I chased after a curious 

and energetic Lucas, who wobbled around the house at an 

incredible speed, opening up kitchen cabinets and dresser 

drawers and tossing their complete contents onto the 

floor.  

I also took Bella and Lucas for walks around the            

neighborhood, where we delighted in seeing the             

Halloween yard displays of Jack-o-Lanterns, ghosts and 

witches. We played with Barbies on Bella’s bed, which   

she pretended was a giant ocean inhabited by a shark 

(whose presence she signaled with a “Da-dum, Da-dum, 

Da-dum”, mimicking the brooding musical motif from the 

movie Jaws). And, I received plenty of slobbery little kisses 

from Lucas, who surprised me with his sweet affection.  

At the end of the week, when Joe and Tiffany came home 

with newborn baby Evelyn, I was completely exhausted. 

And I was sad. “Aunting” for my two little charges had 

been much harder than I imagined, but it had also been a 

lot of fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As I packed my things and drove back to Atlanta, I was  

reminded that aunting, like ministry, is sometimes about 

giving until it hurts . . . and then the miracle happens:       

life-changing lessons are learned, deep bonds are formed, 

and love is given and received (at least that’s what          

happened to me).  

So, while I don’t know what ministry will look like after I 

leave Northwest, I suspect that it will present itself in the 

usual way – as chances to serve others and grow in spirit.  

And, for me, that will be just right.  

  Warmly, 

  Terry 

  Rev. Terry Davis   

Aunting 
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Northwest’s Adult Learning program and topics are       
developed and conducted by members and friends of    
the congregation, guest speakers representing outside         
organizations or our minister. Adult Learning opportunities 
encompass a wide variety of interesting and challenging 
topics, including social justice and  human rights issues, 
spiritual growth and practice, UU history, environmental 
and sustainability issues, building a sense of community,       
personal growth and development, and living our UU  
principles in the wider world.   

Learning sessions are held in various rooms on the       
Northwest campus from 11:30 am—12:30 pm during    
Second Hour, the hour immediately following the post-
worship refreshment break. Check the weekly publications 
for room assignments. 

You are invited to participate in our Adult Learning         
program by attending sessions, suggesting learning topics 
for future sessions, and/or offering your services as a      
session leader. Please contact Learning Ministry Team 
Leader Laura Hall at learning@nwuuc.org to submit      
suggestions.  

November 5 

Bankhead Boys Association 
Please join us for an exciting Second Hour on Sunday,   
November 5, when we will host a presentation by one of 
the young men leading the Bankhead Boys Association in 
this challenging time, all of whom are program alumni. 
Join us for an opportunity for candid discussion about the 
needs and challenges facing the organization and the boys 
it serves. We are hopeful that the discussion will inform 
our understanding and inspire our current work toward 
racial justice here at Northwest. 

November 12 

West Atlanta Watershed Alliance (WAWA) 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Na'Taki Osborne Jelks 

The West Atlanta Watershed Alliance (WAWA) is a        
community-based non-profit whose mission is to improve 
the quality of life within the West Atlanta Watershed by 
protecting, preserving and restoring the community’s    
natural resources. WAWA represents African-American 
neighborhoods in Northwest and Southwest Atlanta that 
are the most inundated with environmental stressors but 
are the least represented at environmental decision-
making tables. Their symbol, shown above, is the WAWA 
Aba or “seed of the WAWA Tree,” a West African Adinkra 
symbol of hardiness and perseverance. WAWA offers    
several upcoming opportunities to volunteer and engage 
in stewardship activities at their Outdoor Activity Center 
(OAC), 1442 Richland Road SW, Atlanta, GA.  The OAC is a 
26-acre urban forest preserve and nature center. 
 
During Second Hour on       
November 12, we will be 
joined by the Chair of         
WAWA’s Board of Directors, 
Dr. Na’Taki Osborne Jelks.  Dr. 
Jelks is a pioneer in environ-
mental stewardship education 
in Atlanta. She is a nationally 
recognized leader in providing 
urban communities and youth 
of color with environmental 
stewardship opportunities through hands-on watershed 
and land restoration initiatives, environmental education, 
and training. She was recognized by the White House in 
2014 as one of its “Champions of Change.”   

Dr. Jelks will provide additional information about the  
vulnerable communities that WAWA serves and the      
advocacy and education that they provide. She will be 
available to answer your questions about WAWA’s        
ongoing need for volunteers and can describe an exciting 
opportunity for Northwest to literally build a bridge, one 
that could connect a community of color with the           
greenspace and nature preserve that WAWA maintains.  
Please consider generously donating both your time and 
financial support.  
 
 

Adult Learning 

mailto:learning@nwuuc.org
mailto:learning@nwuuc.org
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November 19 
 
Congregational Forum on Governance and Leadership 
Development 
Session Leader: David Zenner 
 
Please plan to join your Board of Trustees during Second 
Hour on November 19 to discuss current events and     
initiatives underway at Northwest. Those initiatives       
include two proposed changes to our bylaws which we 
hope will enhance our work to nurture new                         
congregational leaders among us, and will clarify the use 
of policies as a tool for governing our congregational life. 
Congregational Forums provide an opportunity for each  
of us to become more informed and  involved in the     
direction of our congregation. 

November 26 

Northwest Seniors Network 
Session Leaders: Renee & Michael Burke 
 
The Senior Network is one of Northwest's small group 
ministries, comprised of seniors, retirees, grandparents, 
and caretakers, who gather to discuss life issues, provide 
support to one another, and plan social activities at vari-
ous times and places around town. Their regularly recur-
ring monthly meeting is held during Second Hour on each 
4th Sunday of the month in the Art Gallery at Northwest. 
If you would like to join the group and be added to the 
email distribution list, please send your name and phone 
number to reneeandmike@mindspring.com. Or just come 
to the gathering in the Art Gallery to meet other group 
members and join in the fun. 

Beyond Coffee Small Group 

 

A new social group for adults who do not yet identify as 
members of the Senior Network Group will have its 
monthly meeting on November 26. Whether you are a 
Millennial, Gen X, Baby Boomer, etc. – all who wish to 
attend are welcome! 
 
Getting to know others, participating in discussions,        
planning activities of mutual interest, and developing a 
support network are long-range goals for the group. 
Please stop by to meet some new friends and share your 
ideas. We will meet in the Chalice House Chapel at 11:30 
am. Child care will be provided.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you on November 26! If you  
are interested but unable to make the meeting, please 
consider joining our Facebook group—search for 
"Northwest UU—Beyond Coffee.” 
 

November Adult Learning, Continued 

mailto:reneeandmike@mindspring.com
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Have patience with everything unresolved in your heart 

and try to love the questions themselves  

as if they were locked rooms 

or books written in a very foreign language. 

Don't search for the answers, 

which could not be given to you now, 

because you would not be able to live them. 

And the point is, to live everything. 

Live the questions now.  

Perhaps then, someday far in the future, 

you will gradually, without even noticing it, 

live your way into the answer. 

(An excerpt from "Letter 4" in Letters to a Young Poet by 

Rainer Maria Rilke, translated by Stephen Mitchell, 

adapted.) 

 

Loving the Questions Themselves 
 

Just this last Sunday in the religious education program 

these questions were asked by our children and youth: 

• What is the nature of God? 

• Where did my dog go that died this week? 

• Why is our covenant different than classroom rules? 

• How do I survive all the stress of high school? 

• I’m just a kid. How can I make racism go away? 

All of these were asked in the span of a few hours. Our 

classroom leaders walk alongside our children and youth 

and provide a place for living and loving the questions 

themselves. Discussions follow that ease the young in our 

congregation into their own answers.   

 

Years ago, in a Unitarian Universalist congregation in   

Texas, I was in training to lead a class for 3-5 year olds.     

A simple and beautiful method was offered to me. It was 

explained that I didn’t need to search for answers. I was 

instead invited to sit in the beauty of the questions    

themselves. When a question was asked, a simple         

response of “I wonder?” was offered with a smile and     

an invitation to explore what they thought.    

 

This moment changed me as a person of faith. I have 

learned to love the questions themselves in my own life. 

This development of faith is a lifelong endeavor. Our  

classroom leaders walk alongside the children and youth 

each week as they live their ways into their own answers. 

It is a beautiful journey. Join us.     

 

Christina Branum-Martin 

Director of Religious Education 

RE-Creation: Religious Education Making Space for 

Recreation and Re-Creation; To Start Anew 
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Join others supporting the religious education program 
as we gather supplies for the coming weeks for the five 
different religious education classes taught each         
Sunday! We gather at 10 am on LUUnch BUUnch 
Wednesdays. All are invited to join on a one-time or 
long-term commitment. We gather together, explore 
fun curriculum, read lovely children’s books, and collect 
things from the art cabinets.  

The RE Team knows that many don’t have the time (or 
stamina!) to teach for an eight-week commitment. 
Please support the Religious Education Ministry at 
Northwest in this very meaningful way. Can you join us 
on November 15? Please send an email to the DRE, 
re@nwuuc.org.  

RE-Creative BUUnch 
 Every 3rd Wednesday of each month 

before LUUnch BUUnch 
Each Sunday after religious education classes end at 
11:30 am, the children spill out of the classrooms  
onto the wonderful playground and activity room in 
the Chalice House during Second Hour. Two volun-
teers are needed each Sunday to join the paid staff 
person for this hour to maintain a safe and fun hour 
of play. If each member of Northwest signed up for 
two Sundays a year, Activity Time would be fully    
covered. Please look for the Activity Time sign-up grid 
in the main building. Training is offered for first-
timers. Background checks are done for all religious            
education volunteers. Contact DRE Christina Branum-
Martin at re@nwuuc.org if you can help. 

 

Second Hour Activity 
Time Volunteers Needed 

Remember the first time you came to visit Northwest? 
Many visiting parents with children come with questions 
about the religious education program for children and 
youth at Northwest, which our RE Greeters answer during 
the half hour before the start of the worship service each 
Sunday. We need more members of the congregation to 
volunteer to keep our commitment to being a truly                   
welcoming congregation.  

If you can help out, please contact Chrissy Haddad, a          
member of the RE Team, who is spearheading this            
recruitment effort. You will receive an information packet 
by email with the basic information on the current RE       
program to help you answer the questions visitors may 
have. This is a wonderful way for both non-parents and          
parents who aren’t able to teach or be involved with Activity 
Time on Sundays to be involved in the RE program.   

A Call for Family Greeters   
before the 

Sunday Worship Service 
The 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders offer their gratitude for the 
support of their book drive to help overcome illiteracy. 
More than 100 children’s books were delivered to the 
book donation office at the Dekalb County Libraries. 
Roughly 250 books were also donated for the GED 
study program and library of the Arrendale Women’s 
Prison. A small idea can make a big difference!   

NOTE – These numbers are estimated at this time 
based on the rate of books coming in as of this writing. 
There are promises for more! 

350 Books Donated to the 

RE Book Drive  

mailto:re@nwuuc.org
mailto:re@nwuuc.org
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From my earliest childhood, I was attracted to the wealth 
of natural beauty that surrounded me. The fresh aroma of 
Chicago after a spring rain. The rich blue sky enhanced by 
contrasting white clouds on a summer day. The rhythmic 
clicking sound of leather shoe heels as people walked on 
the concrete sidewalks. The song of morning birds as the 
sun rose on a new day and the scratches of squirrel claws 
as they scurried on tree trunks and branches. The smell in 
our house of fresh dough rising or well-seasoned meals in 
preparation. For the awareness of these amazing gifts, I 
am thankful! 
 

Throughout our home the sounds of symphony                 
orchestras, opera arias, jazz, blues, rock and roll, gospel 
rendered through the creative gifts of the Chicago and 
Cleveland Orchestras, Leontyne Price, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Count Basie, Frank Sinatra, Billy Holiday, Muddy Waters, 
B.B. King, Little Richard, the Platters, James Cleveland, the 

Caravans and Aretha 
Franklin. The sounds 
of a baseball bat 
striking a ball for a 
home run or of     
basketballs being 
dribbled across a 
court were                
melodious. Hence, 
the myriad sounds 
and sights of creative 
activity each have 
had a tremendous 
impact on my life 
experiences. And for 
them I am grateful. 

 

The words, “Music for a while, shall all your cares beguile” 
from Oedipus, the play, are a favored lyric and insightful 
commentary on a life truth. Music is expressed beyond 
the sense of sound. The paintings and sculptures we       
enjoy, a genuine smile, handshake or hug, the laughter 
and giggles of our offspring, the gentle touch of a loved 
one, the taste of a delicious meal. All reasons for                 
thankfulness. 
 
Whatever we may encounter this Thanksgiving season we 
should locate the enriching musical chords within them 
and enjoy their soothing sonorities. For all the music of 
life . . . be ye thankful. 
 
 

Philip J. Rogers, D.M.A. 
Director of Music 

Thankfulness: The Sights, Sounds and Aroma of Art 
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This month Northwest is proud to support the work of the 
Bankhead Boys Association, formerly the Phoenix Boys 
Association. Bankhead Boys Association was created in 
1994 to serve the needs of at-risk youth in West Atlanta 
neighborhoods. The organization focuses on providing 
mentoring and support to boys and young men of color 
and on providing opportunities for vocational and          
technical training that will lead to employment.  

The organization was founded by Atlanta manufacturing 
and construction companies and has a clean safety record 
spanning more than 20 years. Now, program alumni in 

their 20s and 30s are taking over the leadership of the  
organization as volunteer leaders, staff, and members of 
the governing Board of Directors. Several members of the 
program’s leadership will speak with us on November 5. 
See page 6 for more information. 

Each Sunday in November, the offering will be split        
between Northwest and the Bankhead Boys Association. 
Please give as generously as you are able.  

The Hungry Ear Coffee HouseTM      
presents a special singer-songwriter 
night with “Old Friends from the 
Freight Room,” featuring Cyndi          
Craven, Steve Cullen, Jerry  Brunner 
and Chuck Henderson, AND a special 
performance by Bill Kahler and 
Friends!  

Hear some of your favorite singers, 
songwriters and musicians share 
memories, stories, and songs from the 
Old Freight Room in Decatur, where 
many of these amazing performers 
played their music for the first time.  

 

 

Bill Kahler and Friends will go on after 
the break. Bill will share his own       
stories of the Freight Room days and 
songs from his Fill it Up and Hang on 
Tight projects, accompanied by Billy 
Gewin on bass and guest musicians 
and vocalists. 

Once a month, our Sanctuary          
becomes the Hungry Ear Coffee 
House. Doors open at 7:30 pm;         
performance starts at 8 pm. A $5         
donation is requested and canned 
goods for CAC are always appreciated. 
Bring a few extra dollars to buy        
refreshments during the break and to 
support the performers. 

Share the Plate Supports 
Bankhead Boys Association in November 

Enjoy Singer-Songwriter Night at the             
Hungry Ear Coffee HouseTM, November 4 
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Your Board of Trustees has a lot of 
"irons in the fire!” Here are the high-
lights from our meeting on October 
17: 
 
Our Religious Education Program 

 Do we want a vital children's           
ministry—or just a program that     
provides childcare on Sundays? 

The Trustees answered the above 
question with resounding affirmation 
that we believe Religious Education 
for our children is a top priority, and 
we hope you agree! As mentioned in 
our last update, our devoted (and too 
small) group of RE teachers needs  
support from ALL of our members. 
There are opportunities for more RE 
teachers AND other opportunities that 
require less time commitment: having 
fun on the playground providing     
supervision during activity time from 
11:30 am to 12:30 pm or meeting our 
first time visitors on Sunday mornings 
as a Family Greeter. The Board of 
Trustees is leading the charge by com-
mitting to becoming active RE volun-
teers. Join us! 
 
Ministry Team Leader Update 

November will be a busy month!   
With Northwest 101 scheduled for  
November 4, the Auction on            
November 11 and Northwest 201   
following soon after, your MTLs are 
working hard!  
 
Also, have you ever wondered how 
our Social Justice Ministry Team      
develops the list of Share the Plate 
recipients each year? We'll answer 
that (and more) as we work on up-
dating the Ministry Team guidelines 
with the goal of posting publicly so 
everyone has a good understanding  
of how the Ministry Teams work. 
 

Finance Committee  

Our newly re-established Finance 
Committee held its first meeting on 
October 25. We're looking forward to 
working with this committee on      
enhancing rental management and 
other critical behind the scene        
processes. 
 

ARAOMC Committee  

We are putting the finishing touches 
on establishing our new Anti-Racist, 
Anti-Oppression, Multi-Culturalism 
Committee. The acronym ARAOMC 
was developed by UUA and is          
pronounced: "Air-O-Mack.” We'll   
provide an update soon with the list of 
committee members and their formal 
charge as soon as it is confirmed. 
 

NWUUC Bylaws 

In preparation for our December   
Congregational Meeting, we will be 
planning a Board Forum during       
Second Hour in November to discuss  
a few recommended Bylaw changes 
and to discuss current congregational 
issues. Please keep an eye out for an 
announcement and be sure to attend. 
 

Minister Transition 

A small but mighty Committee has 
been established to lead the search 
for our Interim Minister. Committee 
members are: Aruna Rao-McCann, 

Gwen Kahn and Hannah Cowart. They 
will be working within UUA's VERY 
short timeline. Our application for an 
Interim Minister was submitted to 
UUA in mid-October. The position was 
advertised via UUA and the committee 
received a list of interested Ministers 
on October 23. Our recommendation 
is due on November 3 to UUA, so      
the committee will be busy with         
interviews and reference checking 
from through November 3. Certain 
parts of our application will guide the 
committee’s selection: 
 

Areas of momentum: 
• Expansion of our Fellowship Space 

and Sanctuary;   
• Growth and creative expansion of 

our RE Program; 
• Exploration of what ARAOMC 

means at NWUUC; 
• Proactive support for our new  

Director of Music and Director of 
Religious Education. 

Desired Interim Minster strengths: 
• Strong organizational and          

motivational skills; 
• Excellent worship planning and 

preaching; 
• Ability to encourage healthy     

systems by encouraging the       
development of sound policies 
and engaging lay leadership; 

• Ability to reach out and connect to 
congregants of all ages; 

• Experience managing growth/
change. 

The Board will be updated throughout 
the (short!) process and will notify the 
congregation ASAP.   
 

Our meeting closed with a deep 
breath for all Board of Trustees’   
members. We are excited to be      
joining with you during this time of 
palpable energy and excitement!   
 

Board Notes 
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This year's clothing drive will have a 
slightly different twist in that we will 
no longer be taking it to the streets.  
Instead we'll deliver donated clothing 
to a special processing center at Fort 
McPherson. The Peachtree-Pine    
shelter, now in the final stages of   
closing down, will literally be dumping 
several hundred additional men onto 
the streets this winter, making        
distribution even more challenging 
than it has been in recent years. 

Resources For Homeless Veterans at 
Fort McPherson operates under the 
supervision of the Veterans Admin-
istration and will hand out donations 
to verified veterans in need. The most 
needed items are socks, gloves, hats 
and underwear (clean). Also personal 
hygiene items like combs, toothpaste/
brushes, soap, deodorant are always 
desired.  

Clothing is also needed, but not dress 
type clothes or shoes. Sleeping bags 
and rain gear are much appreciated.   

We will put out our collection box in 
the Lobby starting November 12 . 
Please put your donations in strong 
plastic bags if possible. We know we 
will have a successful drive as we have      
always had in the past. Thank you all 
so very much! 

Northwest’s Annual Veterans Clothing Drive 
Kicks Off November 12 

Join with kindred spirits at The Mountain for New Year's 

Celebration December 29, 2017-January 1, 2018. We will 

build together our own New Year's Party! Bring your fancy 

dress or costume of your choice for the New Year's Eve  

dinner and dance. If you are a musician bring your instru-

ments OR your band for impromptu jam sessions during 

the weekend.  

See the What’s Happening table area in our lobby; check 

out The Mountain website (themountainrlc.org) or call             

(828) 526-5838 for more information.  

Celebrate New Year’s at The Mountain 

http://www.themountainrlc.org
tel:(828)%20526-5838
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November Joining  
Anniversaries 

Jim Frost  11/13/1983 
Kathy Frost 11/13/1983 
David Self   11/25/1984 
Lil Woolf  11/15/1987 
Clarence Rosa  11/13/1988 
Fran Wolff   11/15/1992 
Aruna Rao-McCann 11/11/2004 
Letitia Sweitzer 11/09/2006 
Larry Wallis   11/03/2007 
Dave Zenner   11/03/2007 
Keith Kreycik   11/02/2008 
Marcia Kreycik   11/02/2008 

Jean Johnson    11/29/2009 
Linda Irving    11/07/2010 
Bruce Niedermeyer  11/07/2010 
Melissa Niedermeyer   11/07/2010 
Eileen Taylor    11/07/2010 
Becky Ferguson    11/13/2011 
Barbara Peterson   11/13/2011 
James Underwood   11/13/2011 
Sandy Davis     11/04/2012 
John Montgomery   11/02/2014 
Traci Montgomery    11/02/2014 

November Birthdays 
Barbara Kilbourne   11/02 

Richard McComas  11/02 

Robert Niedermeyer  11/03 

Donna McComas   11/04 

Abby North   11/05 

Teagan Flot   11/06 

Kaye McCall   11/06 

Helen Borland  11/07 

Nathan Barbagallo   11/08 

Katie Kilbourne  11/08 

Sara Swint   11/10 

Marie Molinet  11/11 

Maggie Davis  11/12 

Tom Hartnett   11/14 

Ann O’Connor   11/15 

Henry O’Connor    11/16 

Jim Frost    11/20 

Bill Cox     11/22 

Joan Armstrong Davis   11/22 

Linton Hopkins    11/22 

Brian Williams   11/24 

Glenn Koller   11/25 

Jane Echols   11/27 

Sherree Meyers    11/30 

Mary Perloe    11/30 

UNIverse 

UNIverse is published monthly by the  
Northwest Unitarian Universalist         
Congregation 
1025 Mount Vernon Highway, NW 
Sandy Springs, GA 30327 
(www.NWUUC.org) 770.955.1408  

Northwest is a member congregation 
of the Unitarian Universalist             
Association. 
 
Newsletter submissions deadline: 
15th of the previous month. 
Send to nwuupublications@gmail.com 
Editor, Lil Woolf 
 

Minister 

Rev. Terry Davis, minister@nwuuc.org 

Pastoral Care Emergencies: 
404.455.5764 

Staff 

Director of Music 
Dr. Philip J. Rogers, 
voicedoc2012@gmail. com  
 

Band Director 
Tom Godfrey,  
band@gmail.com 
 

Director of Religious Education 
Christina Branum-Martin, 
re@nwuuc.org 
 

Office Administrator 
Shirley Banks, office@nwuuc.org 
 

Nursery Attendants Nancy Johnson, 
Dana and NoShell Suite  
 

Accompanists Dr. Grace Fowler and 
William Fowler  
 

Sexton Kevin Coleman 
 

Affiliated Community Minister 

Rev. Joan Armstrong Davis, 
joan@yourvows.net 

Board of Trustees  

President Dave Zenner 
Imm. Past President Kristen Fowks 
Finance Trustee Michael Dierickx 
Board Secretary Letitia Sweitzer 
President Elect Hannah Cowart 
Trustees at Large:  
Bill Cox, David Stewart and 
Barbara Peterson 

http://www.nwuuc.org
mailto:nwuupublications@gmail.com
mailto:minister@nwuuc.org
mailto:music@nwuuc.org
mailto:office@nwuuc.org
mailto:joan@yourvows.net
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"Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious 
life."   

Mary Oliver, The Summer Day 

The Northwest Book Groupies 
will meet on the first Tuesday of the 
month in both November and          
December.  

Join us on November 7 at 7 pm in the 
Art Gallery as we discuss Maya's  
Notebook by Isabel Allende. Maya's 
coming-of-age story is set on 21st   
century Chiloe, an island off Chile that 
reflects that country's culture,             
spiritual splendor and traumatic               
history.  

This suspenseful, yet disturbing, story 
follows a young girl's transition from a 
turbulent childhood into a strong 
young woman. In the end, hope and 
love triumph as soul-restoring for both 
Maya and the reader. This book is 
available in our bookstore.  

The Book Groupies meet monthly to 
discuss current books of notable        
interest. If you love books and active 
discussion with a fun group, please 
join us! 

Book Groupies Discuss Maya’s Notebook, 
November 7 

November 1 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 
November 4 
Northwest 101, 9 am, Chalice House 
Chapel 
Refugee Walk, Clarkston 
Hungry Ear Coffee House, 8 pm,  
Sanctuary 

 
November 5 
Worship Service, 10 am 
RE, 10:15 am 
Second Hour, 11:30 am 

 

November 7 
Book Groupies, 7 pm, Art Gallery 
 

November 8 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 
November 11 
Second Saturday Clean Up Day, 9 am 
Fall Auction, 6:30 pm, Lobby 

November 12 
Worship Service, 10 am 
RE, 10:15 am 
Second Hour, 11:30 am 
Clothing Drive Kick Off 
Open House Honoring Rev. Davis, 
1-5 pm, Home of Pam and Dave     
Zenner 
 

November 15 
RE-creation BUUnch, 10 am, Chalice 
House 
LUUnch BUUnch, 11:45 am, Art       
Gallery 
Choir Rehearsal, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 
November 19 
Worship Service, 10 am 
RE, 10:15 am 
Second Hour, 11:30 am 
 
 
 
 

November 26 
Worship Service, 10 am 
RE, 10:15 am 
Second Hour, 11:30 am 

 

December 3 
Worship Service, 10 am 
RE, 10:15 am 

 

November Calendar 
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1025 Mt. Vernon Highway, NW, Sandy Springs, GA 30327 

A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association 

Northwest UUC Mission Statement 
Our congregation creates loving community, inspires joy and spiritual growth, and supports courageous     
action. 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 
1. The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 
2. Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 
3. Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations; 
4. A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 
5. The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large;  
6. The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; 
7. Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part. 

November 2017 UNIverse Newsletter 
Publications Available Online 

If you have a print version of the UNIverse and want more information, please go to our website (nwuuc.org) and    
access the electronic version under the Publications tab. You can use the live links in these electronic publications to 
easily contact event organizers and read more about our congregation, its programs and services. 


