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September 2016 UNIverse 

Dear Friends, 
 

This question came up for me twice 
this past week.  
 

The first time was with a fellow Uni-
tarian Universalist, who said that he 
thought that our religion really wasn’t 
a religion at all. “We have no God, no 
creation myth, no afterlife myth, no 
sacred text,” he wrote me. “Our true 
guide is not a god or a great 
spirit. It is the ‘human condi-
tion’ as revealed through his-
tory, philosophy, psychology, 
neurology, sociology. Our sa-
cred text is the natural world 
revealed through science.” I 
didn’t disagree.  
 

The second time was during a 
conversation with a fellow re-
covering friend of mine, who 
was asked by someone wheth-
er 12-step programs weren’t 
really a religion. My friend noted that 
our program’s commonly used text-
book could be considered our sacred 
text and the 12 steps to achieving and 
maintaining a sober and clean life our 
doctrine. “And,” he added, “we       
encourage members to develop faith 
in a god of their own understanding. 
Doesn’t all of this make our program 
religious?” I didn’t disagree.  
 

For me, the question “What is reli-
gion?” is a hard one to answer be-
cause it has so many answers. As I 
reflected on it some more, I decided 

to go to the Internet to see what oth-
ers were saying.  

The simplest – and broadest – defini-
tion came from Merriam-Webster, 
which read “Religion is an interest, a 
belief, or an activity that is very im-
portant to a person or group.” This 
definition suggests that anything that 
is of utmost significance in one’s life 
could be considered a religion—

including guitar playing, arguing about 
politics, spending time with children, 
or following UGA football. I can go 
along with that, but think religion is 
also something more.  
 

For a definition that, perhaps, gets to 
the collective whole of what religion 
is, I found a helpful one on the web-
site “Common Sense Atheism.” 
Attributed to James C. Livingston, a 
former professor of religious studies 
at the College of William and Mary, it 
reads: 
“Religion is that system of activities 
and beliefs directed toward that which 

is perceived to be of sacred value and 
transforming power.” 
 

For me, the key phrase in Livingston’s 
definition is “that which is perceived 
to be of sacred value and transforma-
tive power.” Who or what is that? 
God? Acceptance and love? Human 
creativity and intelligence? The amaz-
ing natural world?  
 

Whatever the that is for each of 
us, my guess is that we each can 
think of something that is sa-
cred to us and has the ability to 
transform us. My hope is that 
Unitarian Universalism is the 
system of activities and beliefs – 
the religion – that helps you 
connect to yours.  
 

My hope is that this is the reli-
gion that invites you to discover 
and live into your best self, sup-
ports you in your highest and 

lowest moments, and challenges you 
to expand your view of the world and 
your place in it.  
 

I hope this religion – Unitarian Univer-
salism – is the religion for you. And, I 
hope that, together, we can celebrate 
it, grow with it, and work for its vi-
brant future.  
 

Warmly, 
 

Terry 

Rev. Terry Davis 

What Is Religion? 
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The Nursery is staffed and available during services 
and Fellowship.  

Our Sunday worship services are led by our minister Rev. 
Terry Davis, guest ministers or members of the Northwest 
Worship Associates team. Additional information about 
the coming week’s service is published in the weekly 
NeUUs and on our website. Not getting the NeUUS?   
Contact Office Administrator Shirley Banks at 
office@nwuuc.org to sign up.  

September 4 – Responding to Islamophobia 

Worship Leader – Earl Daniels 

Worship Associate – Hannah Cowart 

Music – Northwest Passage and Join-in Choir 

 

As justice-seeking UUs, we need to know how to respond 

anytime anyone is oppressed. When is the time and place 

to speak up when you witness hateful actions or words 

towards Muslims? How can you stand in solidarity with 

Muslims? We will explore how to respond to Islamopho-

bia, and how our responses become a part of ending  

oppression of all humans. 

 

Earl Daniels is studying for the Unitarian Universalist min-

istry. He currently serves as an intern at the Atlanta com-

munity of L’Arche, a high-impact international federation 

of over 140 communities worldwide. L’Arche’s mission is 

to build community with people of all abilities and to help 

our society imagine the human family differently, inspiring 

others to similar initiatives. 

 

September 11 – 9/11: Stories and Lessons 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 

Worship Associate – Hannah Cowart 

Music – The Northwest Choir and Dr. Grace Fowler 

Today marks the 15th anniversary of the September 11 

attack on our nation. As we reflect on this tragic day, 

what are some of the stories that recall the best of       

human nature? What lessons have we learned about our-

selves, our capacity for love, and our quest for peace? 

 

September 18 – Our UU Saints 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 

Worship Associate – Lynne Dale 

Music – Northwest Passage 
 

Miracles and saints aren’t just for other 

faith traditions – we have them, too! 

Come discover who our Unitarian Uni-

versalist saints are and how their 

deeds changed lives and helped shape 

our progressive faith.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Services for September 2016 
Service at 10:00 am 

Reflecting on Saints 

mailto:office@nwuuc.org
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September 25 – We Who Defy Hate 

Worship Leader – Rev. Terry Davis 

Worship Associate – Jay Kiskel 

Music – Dr. Grace Fowler 

In 1939, Rev. Waitstill and Martha Sharp – a Unitarian  

minister and his wife – left their children behind in the 

care of their Wellesley, Massachusetts parish and boldly 

committed to a life-threatening mission in Europe. Over 

two dangerous years, they helped to save scores of       

imperiled Jews and refugees fleeing Nazi occupation. On 

Tuesday, September 20 on PBS, filmmaker Ken Burns and 

director Artemis Jourkowsky tell their compelling story in 

their  documentary Defying the Nazis: The Sharps’ War. On 

this Sunday, we examine the courage of the Sharps and 

how these times are calling us to summon our own. 

October 2 – Blessing the World with Forgiveness 

Worship Leader – David Stewart 

Worship Associate – Tony Barbagallo 

Music – The Northwest Choir 
 

Unitarian Universalists have been called to heal a hurting 

world. What practices can we implement in our life to 

maintain right relationships? What does it mean to truly 

let go of a slight, an injury, or a devastating event? Does 

forgiveness require an extended olive branch? 

Worship Services for September 2016 
Service at 10:00 am 

Reflecting on Saints 

Last call for our NWUUC All Congregation Retreat Octo-
ber 7-9 at our Mountain Retreat and Learning Center in 
Highlands, NC. Our retreat workshop this year, Peace Be-
gins With Me - Intro to Compassionate Communication, 
led by Nonviolent Communication facilitator LeAnne 
McDaniel, couldn't be more timely in these troubled 
times. Learn what you can do to make your part of our 
world more peaceful and compassionate. Our youth will 
have their own activities while the adults are in their 
workshop. Then, hike, play, relax, eat well, connect with 
new friends in our shared community at this magical 
place on top of The Mountain.  

Rates are $180.00 per adult for two nights, youth 8-17 
$70.00, children 0-7 FREE. Single room: add-on $35.00 
per night.  

Register at www.TheMountainRLC.org , or 828-526-5838. 
Credit cards are accepted, except Amex. For more infor-
mation contact Penny Raney, Rebecca Cabral, Mani or 
Ruth Subramanian. A detailed schedule is also available in 
The Mountain notebook on the What's Happening table 
in the foyer. Need partial /full scholarship? Let Mani 
know your financial need.  

Last Call!  

Northwest All Congregation Retreat, October 7-9 

http://www.themountainrlc.org
tel:828-526-5838


4 

 

Our new Northwest board members gathered in July to 

review progress and to establish new goals for 2016-2017. 

We asked ourselves some tough questions, such as what 

would success look like? What can we do to move the con-

gregation’s vision to a reality? What can we do to ensure 

progress and follow through? 

One of our key goals this year is to move our congrega-

tion’s vision into action in a way that keeps the dialogue 

open. Our visioning themes include being a beacon for 

UUism and a harbor from the storms of our daily lives. 

What we heard from the congregation is that we want to 

be welcoming, have an engaging worship service and offer 

meaningful programming. We want to improve our facili-

ties and grounds to provide space for fellowship and wor-

ship. We want to provide a strong RE program for families 

and adult learning. We want to be engaged in    

social justice within the community and spread the 

word about UUism and Northwest. One of our first 

steps as a board will be to work with a UUA con-

sultant to establish an action plan and a timeline. 

We will continue to communicate with the congre-

gation on our progress. 

There are three goals established by the outgoing 

board that we are continuing to work on this year: 

becoming more engaging, developing continuity of 

leadership and processes, and building our finan-

cial future. There are many ways we can foster  

engagement and be welcoming. We will be explor-

ing the UUA LGBTQ Welcoming Congregation     

Refresher program. We plan to move forward with 

implementation steps of our Safer Con-

gregation Policy. We will encourage par-

ticipation in  racial justice work and in 

the North Georgia UU Social Justice    

Cluster. We will support our ministry 

team leaders in the work of strengthen-

ing our ministries. 

Developing strong leadership and main-

taining continuity of processes may make 

you yawn and say ho hum.  However, if 

we don’t have strong  leaders and strong 

leadership development, we risk our 

health as a congregation. Being diligent with the storage 

and access of past processes respects the work of past 

boards and helps us move forward with new business.  

This year, our board will be working on refining our deci-

sion-making processes and establishing guidelines so we 

will be nimble while being transparent in making decisions 

and following through with action. I’ve heard some frus-

tration by members that we decide to do things and then 

nothing ever happens—a joy killer for sure. Our hope is to 

change that frustration into joyful participation. 

Building our financial future continues to be a top priority 

for the board. At the congregational meeting in May, 

members supported a plan to explore a capital campaign. 

The board will be working with a UUA consultant over the 

next few months to see what a capital campaign might do 

for Northwest. We talked about improving our facilities, 

Board Focus: Vision to Action 
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which would give us the space we need while making it an 

attractive space for revenue-generating rentals. In addi-

tion, we will begin budgeting for long-term needs and   

ensure that funds are in place in 2017-2018 to cover     

expenses related to Rev. Terry Davis’s sabbatical.   

Most of you have heard or read the announcement about 

Elizabeth Hickman’s decision to resign as DRE so that she 

can be the full-time caregiver for her mother, Joyce Buis. 

With Elizabeth’s assistance, we were fortunate to find   

Dana Poss, a capable and experienced religious education 

professional to serve as our Acting DRE through Decem-

ber. By the time the September newsletter is out, we plan 

to have appointed a search committee for a permanent 

director of religious education. Our timeline is to complete 

the search process and hire a permanent DRE to start 

effective January 1. 

Before closing, I’d like to thank our outgoing board mem-

bers: Constance Dierickx, Allen Rider, Roland DeWitt, and 

Beth Clinton for their dedication and service. I’m delighted 

to introduce our 2016-2017 board members. We are fortu-

nate to have five past Northwest presidents on the board 

this year: David Morgen—immediate past president, Bill 

Cox—trustee-at-large, Dave Zenner—president elect,        

Michael Dierickx—finance trustee and me, Kristen 

Fowks—president. We have returning board members    

Hannah Cowart and Glenn Koller— trustees-at-large, and 

Becky Gregory—board secretary. 

Our board members will continue to report on our month-

ly meetings and our progress on these goals. Please feel 

free to contact any board member with any concerns, 

feedback, or ideas to help make Northwest the best it can 

be. 

Kristen Fowks 
Board President 

Standing on the side of love 

As most of 

you have 

heard,        

Elizabeth 

Hickman 

stepped 

down from 

the position 

of Director of Religious Education on 

August 21, 2016 due to her increased 

desire and need to spend more time 

caring for her mother, Joyce Buis, one 

of the founding members of North-

west. Church members, especially our 

children and youth, are sorry to see 

her go, but we are happy that Eliza-

beth was able to provide five years of 

loving religious education to our chil-

dren. A reception in her honor was 

held after the service on August 21.  

 

On August 28, a reception was held to 

introduce Dana Poss, the new Interim 

Director of Religious Education. Dana 

was the volunteer Youth Advisor for 

the UU Church of Birmingham before 

becoming the Youth Programs Direc-

tor at the UU Congregation of Atlanta, 

where she served for five years.  

Following this period, Dana moved to 

Idaho, where she served for two years 

as the Director of Lifespan Religious 

Exploration at the UU Church of the 

Palouse. Dana returned home to 

Georgia in 2015 and has spent the last 

year as an Acting DRE at both the Ath-

ens and Roswell congregations. She 

has served on the district board and is 

a trained Healthy Congregations Con-

sultant as well as a member of the 

Liberal Religious Educators Associa-

tion. She has led numerous trainings 

for new youth workers and DREs as 

well as volunteering at The Mountain 

and Camp deBenneville Pines in Cali-

fornia.   

In addition to her professional experi-

ence, Dana is a voracious reader of 

fantasy. She also enjoys gardening, 

DIY projects and spending time with 

her three children.  

On Sunday, September 18 after the 

service, there will be a potluck cook-

out behind the Chalice House for all 

families involved in RE. (Can’t handle 

stairs? For easy access to the lower 

level, enter the Chalice House via the 

bridge in the parking lot.) Everyone 

attending is asked to bring a dish to 

pass. Hamburgers, hotdogs, veggie 

burgers and drinks will be provided.  

Religious Education Changes and Events 
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On September 21 and October 19, Greg Pattison will give a 

presentation on Islam during LUUnch BUUnch. Greg has 

spent almost three years in the Middle East learning about 

the culture, religion, geography and systems of govern-

ment.  

As you may be aware, Islam may be the 

most misunderstood religion on the 

planet right now. What is it that you 

know about Islam, other than from 

propaganda or distortion? 

So come learn about Islam’s beginnings; 

the split of Islam; their age of enlighten-

ment; their revival; the first terrorists; 

their history; and how they want to be 

viewed in today’s world. Learn what the different schools 

of Islam are; the role of the Qur’an; what are hadiths, Pil-

lars of Islam, Hafiz, and jihad. What is UDHR, and where is 

Islam headed? 

Bring your questions and concerns, 

and be prepared for an informative 

and exciting opportunity to learn.   

Remember to bring your lunch. 

LUUnch BUUnch meets from 11:45 

am to 1:15 pm in the Art Gallery on 

the third Wednesday of most 

months. 

LUUnch BUUnch Discusses Islam,  

September 21 and October 19 

This year’s UU Musician’s Network Conference 

was held in Madison, WI for a fun and enlight-

ening five days. This was my fourth annual con-

ference. Each year, I find myself getting a little 

more involved. 

I was honored and thrilled to play guitar in two 

of the four morning services. I played with 

some terrific musicians, including Northwest’s 

former music director, Sarah Dan Jones, and I 

learned a few good songs that I’ll introduce to 

our band and choir.  

On the final day, I played for somebody else’s 

workshop, and then presented my own, titled 

“Building the Band.” I recruited a band for this 

workshop, but we couldn’t find a time and 

place for everyone to meet. Instead, I met with 

one or two musicians at a time and put it all 

together for the first time in the workshop. My 

workshop dealt with issues that arise in starting 

and developing a contemporary band for UU congrega-

tions. The program was well received, and I already have 

some ideas for another.  

I made more personal connections this year than I have in 

the past, probably because I played a lot of guitar with 

others. I’m quite shy about talking with people 

unless I have a guitar in my hands which gives 

me a “safe” way to  interact with other confer-

ence attendees. As a result of my deeper con-

nections, I’m planning a joint workshop with 

another UU music director. If our proposal is 

accepted, we’ll present a workshop on musical 

improvisation. 

During our choral reading sessions, we sang 

our way through a pile of choral music. This is 

normally a good way to preview new music for 

the choir. The pickings were slim last year, but 

they made up for it this time. The choir can 

look forward to learning a lot of new music this 

year! 

There were so many good things about this 

year’s conference that I couldn’t fit it all into a 

newsletter article. You can visit my blog to 

read more about it. 

Tom Godfrey 

Director of Music 

2016 UUMN Conference  

http://godfreyguitar.blogspot.com/2016/07/2016-uumn-conference-highlights.html
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Do human beings have more in com-
mon with apes or ants? Do the in-
sects, plants and animals matter as 
much as humans in the life of the 
earth? Should we make biodiversity 
and the setting aside of habitats for 
nonhuman species top priorities in 
order to stop the Sixth Extinction? Or 
do we redouble efforts to advance a 
human centric world?  

New Earth Ministry Team Leaders 
Tom and Linda Couch will host pro-
grams in September and October ad-
dressing such concerning questions by 
focusing on environmental and con-
servation thought-leaders and their 
solutions for saving the earth. The first 
Second Hour session will introduce 
you via video presentation to Edward 
O. Wilson, a quiet-spoken entomolo-
gist who began by studying insects and 
became an outspoken giant of scien-
tific thought and two-time Pulitzer 
Prize winner for his work on what it is 
to be human and how we can turn 
around the damage done to the earth. 
We will focus on the concepts and   

solutions Wilson presents in his 2016 
book Half-Earth: Our Planet's Fight for 
Life. The video segment will be fol-
lowed by our own group discussion. 
Look for announcements in UNIverse, 
NeUUS and emails about this           
upcoming October program. 

In September we encourage you to 
come to the Second Hour program on 
the mosquito-borne Zika virus. Though 
not sponsored by Earth Ministry, our 
own fellow Northwest member Rebec-
ca Cabral, a health educator at the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) will 
be making the presentation. Earth 

Ministry will follow up by including 
a brief discussion in our Second 
Hour program in October on what 
thought-leader Edward Wilson's 
opinion is on the Aedes aegypti, 
the Zika carrying mosquito. 

Also in September plan to attend 
the Earth Ministry Pot Luck Dinner 
at Dave Zenner's house where we 
will discuss fresh plans for the 
coming year as well as continua-
tion of initiatives such as our work 

with West Atlanta Watershed Alliance 
(WAWA), keeping track of what Geor-
gia Water Coalition and our Georgia 
legislators are doing, maintaining 
Northwest's Green Sanctuary status, 
monitoring our solar and power con-
sumption, a future discussion on cli-
mate change, as well as plans for a 
video panel discussion on how envi-
ronmental problems and social justice 
intersect. Check your emails and 
Northwest publications for details. 
Questions? Contact Tom or Linda at 
tcouch4921@aol.com or 706/346-
1634. 

Earth Ministry: New Team Leaders and  

Upcoming Programs 

How about forming geography-

based social groups? Long-time 

Northwest members may remem-

ber color groups - Red, Blue, 

Brown (which became Chocolate) 

many years ago. Think potluck 

suppers or other activities (hikes, picnics, etc.) or whatever 

the group decides.  

Think about once-a-month or every other month. Think about 

East Cobb, West Cobb, Chamblee-Dunwoody, Intown, Gwin-

nett County, where else? Think about  hosting and being a 

coordinator of your group. Think about signing up Sunday 

mornings in September. Contact Ruth Subramanian, 

770.452.1921 with questions. 

Something to Think About 
 

Save the Date:  
Northwest 101, Oct. 22 

Have you been wondering if membership at North-

west is the next step for you? Interested in learning 

about Unitarian Universalism and the Northwest UU 

Congregation? If so, please plan to attend the semi-

annual Northwest 101 class on Saturday, October 22, 

9 am - noon.  

Recent visitors and friends 

will receive an invitation. 

Please contact Ruth Subra-

manian, 770/452-1921 for 

more information. 

mailto:tcouch4921@aol.com
tel:706-346-1634
tel:706-346-1634
mailto:ruthsindia@yahoo.com
tel:770%2F452-1921
mailto:ruthsindia@yahoo.com
mailto:ruthsindia@yahoo.com
tel:770%2F452-1921
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Northwest’s Adult Learning program and topics are devel-
oped and conducted by members and friends of the con-
gregation, guest speakers representing outside organiza-
tions, or our minister.  Adult Learning opportunities en-
compass a wide variety of interesting and challenging top-
ics, including social justice and human rights issues, spirit-
ual growth and practice, UU history, environmental and 
sustainability issues, building a sense of community, per-
sonal growth and development, and living our UU Princi-
ples in the wider world.  Learning sessions are held in vari-
ous rooms on the church campus from 11:30-12:30 during  
Second Hour, the hour immediately following the post-
worship refreshment break.  Check the weekly publica-
tions for room assignments. 

You are invited to participate in our Adult Learning pro-
gram by attending sessions, suggesting learning topics for 
future sessions, and/or offering your services as a session 
leader.  To submit suggestions, please contact Laura Hall  
at laurahallatl@gmail.com or Harry Trendell at                
geogprof@hotmail.com. 

September 11 
 
CDC Work on the Zika Virus 
Session Leader: Rebecca Cabral 

Rebecca Cabral will 
describe her experi-
ences on a CDC Zika 
Response deployment, 
including the cultural 
and religious factors 
that affect prevention 
strategies on this South Pacific island. 

Open Meditation 
Session Leader: Gregory Byrd 
 
What is meditation? How to do it? What can the benefits 

be? Learn this and more in Open Meditation. The "Open" 

means we are open to all, regardless of religion of lack 

thereof. Religious origins and aspects of meditation will 

certainly be discussed, as will the recent scientific research 

into the topic. The topic is usually chosen by the partici-

pants. 

For our first session on September 11, we will show the 

Susan Piver video about meditation, which is an excellent 

introduction to the first of the two basic types of medita-

tion, stability meditation (it has many names and varie-

ties). The video is fairly short, followed by discussion and 

practice of meditation. Chairs are provided! 

In our second and third sessions (October 9 and 16), we 

will watch and discuss The Dhamma Brothers. This docu-

mentary gives a great view of the usefulness of the second 

type of meditation, analytical meditation (often called 

Vipassana) as well as an intense look at the realities of Ala-

bama's prison system. An interesting preview to the topic, 

you might like to first view Doing Time, Doing Vipassana, 

which is a documentary about the original use in India of 

meditation in prison. Needless to say, introducing the 

practice into Alabama was more challenging . . . . 

September 18 

CUUPS Mabon Ritual 

Session Leader: Cynthia Flot 
 
Please join Hawks Hoop CUUPS as we celebrate Mabon, 
the mid-harvest festival. This is the time when we take a 
few moments to honor the changing seasons and cele-
brate the second harvest. We will gather on the back 
porch for this ritual at 11:00 am.  

 
 

    Continued on page 9 

Adult Learning for September 2016 

mailto:laurahallatl@gmail.com
mailto:geogprof@hotmail.com
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September 25 

Fellowship/Small Group Sunday 
 
One of our favorite activities at Northwest is connecting 
with others over a cup of coffee and a light snack, greeting 
our visitors, getting to know newer members/attendees, 
and learning about and supporting one another. While we 
have the opportunity to do this most Sundays during the 
post-worship refreshment break and immediately prior to 
Second Hour, it's sometimes nice to have a longer uninter-
rupted time for fellowship. To provide this opportunity, 
the Learning Ministry has designated the fourth Sunday of 

each month as Fellowship Sunday. Enjoy this time to make 
those connections we so cherish within our community! 

In addition to fellowship, the fourth Sunday also supports 
small group ministry. Any small group that would like a 
space to meet is welcome to do so on Fellowship Sunday.  
Please note, this time is set aside for ministry groups and 
therefore is not appropriate for business meetings.   

Small-Group Meetings on Fellowship Sunday: 

Northwest Senior Network 
Session Leaders: Renee and Mike Burke 
 
The Senior Network is one of Northwest's small group 
ministries, comprised of seniors, retirees, grandparents, 
and caregivers, who gather to discuss life issues, provide 
support to one another, and plan social activities at vari-
ous times and places around town. Their regularly recur-
ring monthly meeting is held during Second Hour on each 
fourth Sunday of the month in the Art Gallery at North-
west. If you would like to join the group and be added to 
the email distribution list, please send your name and 
phone number to Renee and Mike Burke at renee-
andmike@mindspring.com. Or just come to the gathering 
in the Art Gallery to meet other group members and join 
in the fun. 

Habitat for Humanity partners with working families, 

sponsors, and communities to build affordable, green, 

quality homes and to provide support services that pro-

mote successful home purchase and ownership.  

Share the Plate for September  is supporting Atlanta Habi-

tat for Humanity. Atlanta Habitat is dedicated to elimi-

nating substandard housing and to making adequate, 

affordable housing a matter of conscience and action.  In 

1983, a group of concerned and motivated individuals in 

Atlanta founded a local affiliate of Habitat for Humanity.  

Atlanta Habitat is now one of the largest affordable single-

family housing developers in the city, and is one of the 

largest of 1,500 affiliates of Habitat for Humanity in the 

United States. 

In addition, Northwest is supporting Habitat for Humanity 

by participating in an Interfaith Build Project in Septem-

ber. The interfaith program brings together religious com-

munities from across the metro area to collaborate on a 

house build over eight weeks. This year’s interfaith in-

cludes temples, mosques, churches, congregations and 

fellowships of all types. NWUUC members will be partici-

pating on September 18 for the day.   

Please open your hearts and wallets to this worthy cause. 

Half of all non-designated funds collected during services 

starting August 28 through September 25 will go to the 

Habitat of Atlanta. If you wish, you can designate all of 

your donation to go to the organization. Why are we 

starting early? Well Labor Day weekend is one of the only 

weekends of the year that Habitat Employees get off, 

since most volunteer builds happen on the weekend. So 

Holly Hart of Habitat will visit us the week before to kick 

off the share the plate and answer our questions about 

the Interfaith Build and other programs.  

Share the Plate: Atlanta Habitat for Humanity 

mailto:reneeandmike@mindspring.com
mailto:reneeandmike@mindspring.com
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UNIverse 

UNIverse is published monthly by the  

Northwest Unitarian Universalist         

Congregation 

1025 Mount Vernon Highway, NW 

Sandy Springs, GA 30327 

(www.NWUUC.org) 

 

Northwest is a member congregation of 

the Unitarian Universalist Association. 

 

Newsletter submissions deadline: 15th 

of the previous month. 

Send to nwuupublications@gmail.com 

 
Minister 

Rev. Terry Davis, minister@nwuuc.org 

Pastoral Care Emergencies: 
404.455.5764 

Staff 

Dana Poss 

Acting  Religious Education Director 

re@nwuuc.org 

 

Tom Godfrey 

Music Director 

music@nwuuc.org 

 

Shirley Banks 

Office Administrator 

office@nwuuc.org 

770.955.1408  

Nursery Attendant, Nancy Johnson 

Accompanists, William Fowler and  

Dr. Grace Fowler  

Sexton, Kevin Coleman 

 

Affiliated Community Minister 

Rev. Joan A. Davis joan@yourvows.net 

Board of Trustees  

President, Kristen Fowks 

Immediate Past President,  

                David Morgen 

Finance Trustee, Michael Dierickx 

Board Secretary, Becki Gregory 

President Elect, Dave Zenner 

Trustees at large:  

 Hannah Cowart 

 Glenn Koller 

 Bill Cox 

Birthdays 
 

Tiley Rooks   09/02 
Kyle Thomas   09/04 
Joyce Buis   09/05 
Cynthia Flot   09/07 
Marilyn Matlock  09/08 
Jaiya Thomas   09/10 
Lily Alford   09/13 
Kim Rask   09/13 
Karen Edmonds   09/18 
Keith Kreycik   09/27 
 

Joining Anniversaries  
 

Caroline Romines 09/04/2011 
Nancy Wylie  09/04/2011 
Constance Dierickx 09/08/1991 
Michael Dierickx 09/08/1991 
Flore Vinton  09/10/2006 
Thomas Vinton  09/10/2006 
Linton Hopkins  09/11/2004 
Elizabeth Hickman 09/14/1998 
Dempsey Hickman 09/14/1998 
Tony Barbagallo  09/15/1996 
Kristen Fowks  09/15/1996 
Brian Freeman  09/21/2003 
Pam Freeman  09/21/2003 
Maurice Frank  09/26/2004 
Mark Perloe  09/30/1990 
Mary Perloe  09/30/1990 

 
 

 

September Birthdays and  
Anniversaries 

During the months of September and 

October, our Art Gallery will exhibit the 

works of Northwest member Bob 

Thacker. 

Throughout his life, Bob has always 

been interested in the arts. He began 

drawing early in his life, but first took 

formal art lessons in his mid-

fifties. 

Bob has a very eclectic 45-year 

background as a former business 

owner, corporate manager, edu-

cator, engineer and scientist,   

author, and university professor.  

His art is also very eclectic, includ-

ing works in pastels, water colors, 

acrylics, and oils. He has won blue rib-

bon awards for his pastels from the 

Dunwoody Art Society Festival and 

Southern Polytechnic State University 

Art Festival.  

Stop by the Art Gallery this month and 

take a look! 

Bob Thacker’s Art on Exhibit in  

September and October 

http://www.nwuuc.org
mailto:nwuupublications@gmail.com
mailto:minister@nwuuc.org
mailto:re@nwuuc.org
mailto:music@nwuuc.org
mailto:office@nwuuc.org
mailto:joan@yourvows.net
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September 4 

Worship Service, 10:00 am 

Activity Time, 10:15 am, CH 

Band Rehearsal, 11:30 am 
 

September 7 

Choir, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 
 

September 10 

Bill Woolf Memorial Service,  

2:00 pm, Sanctuary 
 

September 11 

Worship Service, 10:00 am 

Activity Time, 10:15 am, CH 

Open Meditation, 11:30 am 

CDC Work on the Zika Virus, 11:30 

am 

 

September 13 

Book Groupies, 7:00 pm  
 

September 14 

Choir, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 
 

September 18 

Worship Service, 10:00 am 

Activity Time, 10:15 am 

RE Potluck, 11:30 am, CH 

CUUPS Mabon Ritual, 11:00 am 

Band Rehearsal, 11:30 am 
 

September 21 

Choir, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 

 

 

September 25 

Worship Service, 10:00 am 

Activity Time, 10:15 am 

RE, 11:30 am, CH 

Fellowship Sunday, 11:30 am 

Senior Network, 11:30 am 
 

September 28 

Choir, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary 

 

 

CH=Chalice House 

The Northwest Book Groupies will dis-

cuss The King History Forgot by author 

and Northwest member Dr. Robert 

Scully at 7:00 pm on September 13 in 

the Art Gallery.  

This historical novel is based on the 

oral traditions of the South African  

Ba-Phalaborwa tribe which Dr. Scully 

collected during his years as a Peace 

Corps volunteer with them. This is an 

engrossing and educational story of 

19th century South Africa informed by 

Dr. Scully's knowledge of the archaeol-

ogy and anthropology of the area. 

All proceeds from Dr. Scully's book 

bought at our bookstore will go to 

Northwest. We will also choose our 

books for the next few months at this 

meeting.  

The Book Groupies meet the second 

Tuesday of most months. All readers 

are welcome to join us! 

Book Groupies:  

The King History Forgot, September 13 
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1025 Mt. Vernon Highway, NW, Sandy Springs, GA 30327 

A Member Congregation of the Unitarian Universalist Association 

Northwest UUC Mission Statement 

Our congregation creates loving community, inspires 

joy and spiritual growth, and supports courageous 

action. 

Unitarian Universalist Principles 
We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universal-

ist Association, covenant to affirm and promote: 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person; 

 Justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; 

 Acceptance of one another and encouragement to 

spiritual growth in our congregations; 

 A free and responsible search for truth and meaning; 

 The right of conscience and the use of the democratic 

process within our congregations and in society at 

large; 

 The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and 

justice for all; 

 Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 

which we are a part. 

September 2016 UNIverse Newsletter 
Publications Available Online 

If you have a print version of the UNIverse and want more information about any programs featured here or about  

others happening this month, please go to our website (nwuuc.org) and access the electronic version under the      

Publications tab. You can use the live links in these electronic publications to easily contact event organizers and while 

you’re there, you can read more about our congregation, its programs and services. 


